Dynamic obstruction of the left main coronary artery ostium by a papillary fibroelastoma.
Benign tumours of the heart are usually detected as incidental findings during echocardiography. Most cases are intracardiac tumours, with myxoma being the most frequent entity. We present images of a patient with acute myocardial infarction and a concomitant extracardiac benign tumour in the aortic root. Transesophageal echocardiography, coronary computed tomography angiography, cardiac surgery and histology of the excised tumour were performed. A mobile mass was found in the aortic root obstructing the left main coronary artery ostium during diastole. Coronary CT angiography indicated severe coronary artery disease and the patient underwent bypass surgery and excision of the tumour. The excised tumour was identified as papillary fibroelastoma. Papillary fibroelastoma is the second most benign tumour of the heart. More than other tumours it is prone to embolization. Extracardiac location as in our case is very rare but dangerous since embolization may occur spontaneously or associated with catheterization.